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9/13/2024     Updated to align to Rev. 19 of Operating Procedures for ASME Codes and Standards 
Development Committees

12/7/2015 Revised slides 3-7, 9 and 16. Added Slides 8, 14 and 17-19

3/14/2014 First Edition
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Module B Course Outline
B1. ASME Organizational Structure
B2. Standards Development: Staff and Volunteer Roles and 

Responsibilities
B3. Conformity Assessment: Staff and Volunteer Roles and 

Responsibilities
B4. Initiating and Terminating Standards Projects
B5. Consensus Process for Standards Development
  B5a. Project Management
B6. The Basics of Parliamentary Procedure
B7. The Appeals Process
B8. International Standards Development
B9. ASME Conformity Assessment Programs
B10. Performance Based Standards
B11. Standards Inquiries, Interpretations and Cases
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

At the end of this module you will be 
able to understand:

• What is an Interpretation 
• How to submit an inquiry or request for 

Interpretation online
• The approval process for an Interpretation
• How to search for approved Interpretations 

online
• What a case is and why they are used 
• The approval process for a Case 
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COMMITTEE RESPONSE 
TO AN INQUIRY 

• Inquiries can be submitted by anyone.
• The avenues in which a Committee may address 

an inquiry:
• Informal Responses 
• Requests for Revision
• Interpretations
• Cases 
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INTERPRETATION REQUESTS TO ASME 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEES

• How to Submit a Request for Interpretation:
              

– Online using the Inquiry Submittal Form at…

http://cstools.asme.org/Interpretation/InterpretationForm.cfm

    NOTE: ASME approval process was 
strengthened as              a result)

ASME S&C Training – Module B11. Standards Inquiries, Interpretations and Cases 5

http://cstools.asme.org/Interpretation/InterpretationForm.cfm


Page
ASME 2024

INTERPRETATION SUBMITTAL FORM 1/3
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INTERPRETATION SUBMITTAL FORM 2/3
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INTERPRETATION SUBMITTAL FORM 
2/3
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INTERPRETATION SUBMITTAL FORM 3/3
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INTERPRETATIONS SUBMITTED TO 
ASME DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEES

• Staff Secretary reviews the inquiry request. 
• Staff Secretary may contact inquirer if 

additional information is needed or the 
question needs to be reformatted.

• Staff Secretary notifies the standards 
committee officers of the inquiry, if it requires 
further standards committee action.  

• The Chair assigns the inquiry to a group or 
the whole committee for further review. 
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TYPES OF INTERPRETATIONS 

1)  Interpretation 
– Clarifies existing requirements where there is ambiguous 

wording in the standard.

2)  Intent Interpretation
– To resolve conflicting or incorrect wording in the standard.
– Revision to the standard supporting the interpretation approved 

before the interpretation may be issued.
– Shall not revise existing requirements or establish new 

requirements
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INTERPRETATION APPROVAL 

• Approval Options:
– Consensus Committee
– Cognizant Subcommittee
– A Special Committee

• Balance Requirement
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INTERPRETATION APPROVAL PROCESS
CONSENSUS COMMITTEE 

or SUBCOMMITTEE
• Vote Options: 

− Objection, No Objection, Not Voting
• Meeting Vote

– No objection by two thirds of those present needed for approval, if 
quorum is present provided greater than 50% of the total consensus 
body has voted no objection.

• Ballot Vote 
– First Consideration Ballot - no objections, no additional revisions. No 

objection by 2/3 of the voting members, provided greater than 50% of 
the total consensus body has voted no objection

– Recirculation Ballot – no objection by 2/3 of the voting members, 
provided greater than 50% of the total consensus body has voted no 
objection.
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INTERPRETATION APPROVAL PROCESS
SPECIAL COMMITTEE

• Minimum 5 members, including Staff Secretary
• Must be members of the Consensus Committee and/or a 

subordinate group, with no member interest category 
having a majority.

• Appointed by Chair of Standards Committee or Cognizant 
Subcommittee

• Voting Options: Objection, No Objection, and Not Voting.
• All members including Staff Secretary must vote no 

objection for interpretation to be approved.
• Unresolvable objections should be referred to the 

consensus committee or Cognizant Subcommittee.
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INTERPRETATION GUIDANCE

Interpretations should…
– Be written in such a way that a 'yes' or a 'no' reply is 

acceptable.  
– If the initial request is not written in this format, the 

Staff Secretary can go back to the inquirer and ask 
for them to revise their questions.

– The committee can rewrite the inquirer’s question if it 
helps to clarify the question and aids in the 
committee's ability to provide a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ response.

ASME S&C Training – Module B11. Standards Inquiries, Interpretations and Cases 15



Page
ASME 2024

INTERPRETATION GUIDANCE
Interpretations shall NOT…

– Include explanations describing why the standard is written the way it 
is, except they may include rationale, if it was approved through the 
consensus process as part of the standards action.

– Approve, certify, rate or endorse any item, construction, proprietary 
device or activity.

– Restate requirements in such a way that opens the door to further 
confusion.

– State or imply something that cannot be supported by the published 
standard requirements. Exception: intent interpretations with an 
approved revision.

– Provide consulting advice. 
– ASME shall not issue interpretations of translations, derivative works, or 

other products not created in their entirety by ASME.
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ISSUED INTERPRETATIONS

• Interpretations are issued on ASME letterhead and 
signed by ASME Staff. The interpretation letter:
– Provides the question, committee reply, and the Code/Standard  

applicability. 
– Informs the reader of their right to appeal if they are not 

satisfied with the committee’s response.
• Issued interpretations are accessible via database on 

C&S Connect at:
– http://cstools.asme.org/Interpretation/SearchInterpretation.cfm 

• Existing interpretations may be revised if there is an 
identified need, such as correction or clarification.

• All future interpretations will only be published online. 
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INTERPRETATION SEARCH FORM 1/3
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INTERPRETATION SEARCH FORM 2/3
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INTERPRETATION SEARCH FORM 3/3
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CASES
• To permit early implementation of a revision based 

on an urgent need. 
• Providing alternative requirements.
• To gain experience with alternative or potential 

additional requirements prior to incorporation directly 
into the standard.

• To permit the use of a new material or process.
• Are intended to be incorporated into the standard at 

a later date.
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CASES
Characteristics

– “Inquiry and reply” format
– Conditions of use clearly stated
– Approval by 

• Consensus Committee
• Supervisory Board 
• Not ANSI Approved

– Effective after Supervisory Board approval and 
completion of ASME public review

– Not automatically included in standards requirements
– Conformity Assessment Department must be notified
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CASES

Caution
Should not be used by standard users unless 
accepted by purchasers and/or authorities in 
jurisdiction where component will be installed.
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MODULE SUMMARY

•The method of submitting an inquiry is online at… 
http://cstools.asme.org/Interpretation/InterpretationForm.cfm

• Interpretations clarify or correct ambiguous 
wording in the standard.

• Intent Interpretations clarify or correct  
conflicting and incorrect wording in the standard 
but results in a revision to the standard.
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MODULE SUMMARY
• Interpretations are approved by the Consensus  
Committee, Cognizant Subcommittee or Special 
Committee.  

•Cases are used to provide alternatives to existing 
requirements, or to allow early and urgent 
implementation of a revised requirement.

•Cases require Consensus Committee and 
Supervisory Board approval, but do not require 
ANSI approval.  
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REFERENCES
• Standards and Certification Operations Guide

http://cstools.asme.org/csconnect/pdf/CommitteeFiles/2
3216.pdf 

• Standards Committee Procedures, Supervisory 
Board Procedures and Committee Handbooks
http://cstools.asme.org/csconnect/CommitteePages.cfm
?Committee=A01000000&Action=7609 

• Codes and Standards Policy 33 (Interpretations) 
http://cstools.asme.org/csconnect/CommitteePages.cfm
?Committee=A01000000&Action=7609 
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