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H STORY OF RI NGACOD

According to existing records, the Boards and Ogdens
were the first to mne ore and produce iron at Ringwood. Cor-
neluis Board, while prospecting for copper and other precious
metal s, discovered many outcroppings of iron. He built a
forge at what is now Sterling Lake in Orange County, New York;
| ater he bought several tracts along the Ringwood River and in
1740 built a forge here.

At about the sane tine the Ogdens of Newark purchased
several tracts fromthe Boards and forned the Ringwood Conpany.
Evi dence is mounting that the COgdens named R ngwood and t hat
they were acquainted with R ngwood in Hanpshire, England. In
1742 they built a blast furnace, thus becoming the first volune
producers of iron in this area. The Ri ngwood Conpany contin-
ued under the QOgdens until 1765 when they sold their properties
to the Anmerican Iron Conpany.

About one year prior to his arrival here, Peter Hasen-
clever had forned a |arge stockhol ding conmpany with headquar-
ters in London. The American Iron Conpany had subscribers
anong nobility as well as nenbers of the royal famly in Eng-
| and and raised at |east 40,000 pounds sterling. Upon arriv-
ing here in 1765, Hasenclever purchased the Ringwood Conpany
fromthe Ogdens. Being an aggressive businessman, he acquired
several other ironworks in New Jersey: Long Pond (now Hewitt)
and Charlotteburg, named for Queen Charlotte. In all, his

hol dings in New Jersey nunbered about 22,000 acres of |and.
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At this tinme he purchased the Cortlandt Furnace near Cort-

| andt, New York. He obtained some 33,000 acres in Crown

Point; 20,000 acres near the Mhawk Flatts; and al nost 100, 000
acres in Nova Scotia. Under Hasenclever the American Iron
Conpany, controlled from Ri ngwood, was the first to produce
iron in the Adirondacks at Crown Point, New York. He was in
close contact with Sir WIIliam Johnson and other colonia
greats.

Wi | e Hasencl ever was engineering the |argest colonial
busi ness enmpire and probably the first conglonerate in Aneri-
ca, things were not going well in England. Disheartened wth
the lack of returns from Anerica, sone of the conpany's direc-
tors began to spend nmoney in England. This, along with Hasen-
clever's 40,000 pounds expenditure here, alnost brought about
the col | apse of the conpany. It was enough to raise nuch dis-
trust about Hasenclever's integrity. Thus one of the nost
colorful and brilliant ironmasters associated with Ringwood
was recalled to England to face charges of m smanagenment of
conpany funds. In his defense he petitioned New Jersey's Royal
Governor Franklin (Benjamn Franklin's son) to inspect the
Anerican Iron Conpany's holdings in the province of New Jersey.
In 1768 the Franklin Commttee listed the innovative achieve-
ments of Peter Hasenclever:

He is also the first we know of, who has rendered
the old cinder-beds of the furnaces useful and
profitable; for, at Ringwood, he has erected a
stanping-m |l to separate the waste iron from the
cinders...which is as good as the best pig iron.

He has al so nade a great inprovenent in the con-
struction of the furnaces, by building the in-
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wal | s of slate; which, ...will, in all prob-
ability, last many years; whereas the stones
commonly made use of for that purpose, seldom
stood longer than a year or two, and would
often fail in the mddl e of a blast.

(Ransom J.M 1966. \Vanishing |I|ronworks of
the Ramapos. Rutgers University Press, New
Brunswi ck, New Jersey. p. 23.)

Al'so included in his achievenents is the construction of
an 860" |long dam across the northern outlet of Tuxedo Lake
(New York) in 1765. This forced the water to flow south to
Ri ngwood along what is believed to be the first canal in Amer-
ica. Thus a constant supply of water was guaranteed to power
t he waterwheel s of R ngwood.

Peter Hasenclever, in his defense, published The Renark-
abl e Case of Peter Hasenclever, Merchant in London in 1773.

In 1771 he was replaced by Robert Erskine who arrived at Ring-
wood in July of that year. The witer hastens to informhis
readers that Peter Hasenclever was exonerated of all charges
after his death in Germany.

After their experience with Hasenclever, the R ngwood
Conpany was reluctant to advance any credit to Robert Erskine;
however, he was given freedomto raise capital and sell the
hol di ngs here. Follow ng several unsuccessful attenpts at
selling the properties, Erskine decided to try things on his
own. He denonstrated his ability to be equal to the task, for
once again he had the ironworks producing, although not on the
scal e envisioned by Hasencl ever.

In 1774 the colonies were beginning to react to the at-

tenpts by England to raise nmoney through oppressive taxation
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to pay for the French and Indian War which had ended in 1765.
Erskine, correctly reading the trends, began to warn the com
pany in England that the government shoul d reconsider her
policy. The crisis worsened; and in April 1775 hostilities
were opened between the mother country and her col onies.
Records show that Robert Erskine, rightly anticipating this,
took steps to be ready in any eventuality. He raised an In-
dependent Conpany of Mlitia to protect the ironworks against
anyone.

Al t hough Erskine outwardly sided with the colonists, be-
lieving their cause to be just, he nevertheless inmmediately
informed the conpany that he would do everything to maintain
the integrity of their vast Anerican holdings for them

During these times of arnmed conflict Erskine's nechanical
talents were denonstrated, for prior to being hired by the
Ri ngwood Conpany, Erskine had experience in England as a hy-
draulic engineer and a surveyor. On 18 July 1776 he proposed
a marine "Chevaux de Frise", which is believed to be one of
the first serious proposals to pernmanently stop the Hudson
River to all British navigation. Al though Erskine's design
was not used, a Chevaux de Frise was placed at Fort Washi ngton,
Jeffrey's Hook, and between Pol opel's Island and the west shore
of the Hudson north of Cornwall. The Chevaux de Frise was also
proposed to Benjamn Franklin in Philadel phia, who was instru-
mental in having it placed in the Del aware River. Erskine was
wel | known to Franklin, because six years earlier, while in

Engl and, Franklin was a signatory on the petition endorsing
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Erskine to menbership in the Royal Society:

After Washington personally had reconmended himto the
Continental Congress, Robert Erskine was appointed to the post
of Geographer and Surveyor Ceneral Dby General Washington in
1777. Simeon De Wtt was his assistant. Follow ng his ap-
poi ntment, Erskine drew upwards of 275 maps covering the north-
ern sector of the war. Also, at this time he kept the Ri ngwood
furnaces producing nuch needed iron products for the arny. As
a result of catching a fever in the field, Erskine contracted
pneunoni a and died at Ringwood 2 COctober 1780. Robert Erskine,
son of the Rev. Ralph Erskine, lies buried under a table tonb
in the cenmetery here at Ringwood Manor. \Wat Erskine did here
during the tenpestuous tines of the American Revolution pre-
served the properties of the Anerican Iron Conpany intact.

Ms. Erskine nmarried Robert Lettis Hooper and later re-
moved to the Trenton area after gaining agency rights fromthe
New Jersey legislature to admnister the affairs of the iron-
wor ks. The writer believes the Anerican Iron Conpany still
retained title until 1806

In 1807, a little over 25 years past Erskine's death, the
properties in Ringwood were sold to Martin J. Ryerson; and in
the 1830's, sonme 50 years after 1780, the American Iron Com
pany's lands at Crown Point on Lake Chanplain were sold.
Presently the properties are known as Ironville in Crown Point
and are run by the Penfield Foundati on.

Martin Ryerson having purchased the property in 1807, be-

gan the construction of the present house. \Wat happened to
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the original dwelling is presently an unanswered question.

Li ke his predecessor, Erskine, Ryerson also produced iron
for a war-he nade round shot for the U S. armed services
during the War of 1812. Martin Ryerson owned the Ponpton
Furnace as well. After his death in 1832, his sons took over
the iron production; however, hard times and poor business
acunen forced themto sell the properties at R ngwood in 1854.

The vast Ringwood property and Long Pond, by this tine a
cel ebrated ironworks, were sold to the firm of Cooper Hewtt
and Conpany, whose principal sharehol der was Peter Cooper of
New York. It was Abram S. Hewitt who negotiated for Peter
Cooper to buy the properties from the Ryersons.

In 1855 (6 April) Abram S. Hewitt married Sarah Anelia
Cooper, after which they noved to Trenton, New Jersey, where
their first daughter, Amelia, was born in February 1856. The
follow ng spring they noved to Ringwood, nmeking it their perna-
nent address.

Cooper Hewitt and Conpany continued to grow until it be-
came the fifth largest corporation in the United States. It
produced iron beanms (the first for buildings), the US. Capitol
done, very many war products for the Union Armes during the
Cvil War (including nortar beds and special steel for rifles
and nuskets), steel-covered iron railroad rails, and wire used
in the manufacture of cables for great suspension bridges. M.
Hewitt was the foremost ironmaster of the 19th century in Aner-
I ca. Cooper Hewitt was never faced with a successful strike

by their |abor force.
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Restrained by Peter Cooper from going west where the in-
dustry was noving, Abram S. Hewitt went into politics. He
was a one-term mayor of New York Gty (1887-1888), was twelve
years a Congressman from New York (1875-1887), and in the
fanous election of 1876 was the Denocratic National Chairnan.
G over Ceveland once remarked: "If | knew half as nuch as
Abram S. Hewitt, | mght amount to something." This trusted
adviser to President Gover Ceveland-this last ironmaster at
R ngwood—Abram S. Hewitt, died in New York in January 1903
at the age of 81.

The properties went to Ms. Hewitt, who at her death in
1912, willed themto the two unnarried daughters, Sarah C. and
El eanor G Hewitt. After the daughters' deaths, The Forges
and Manor of Ringwood was willed to Erskine Hewitt who, in
turn, deeded the properties anounting to several hundred acres
to the State of New Jersey in 1936. It is since that tine
that one of America's nost colorful and historical estates has

been maintained as an historic site and state park.



SCCI AL HI STORY OF THE FORGES AND MANOR OF RI NGACGD

It was under the Hewitt's that Ringwood changed from a
cel ebrated ironworks to one of this country's forenost famly
seats. Shortly after his marriage to Peter Cooper's daughter
Sarah Amelia, Abram listed his net worth at around $300, 000.
This figure was quite confortable for the 1850's and is sub-
stantial for a young man in his early thirties. Attendant
with wealth can be the great social responsibility of frequent
entertaining. And since the Hewitt's loved to entertain, it
was done on a grand scale. Thus they acquired many friends
and acquai ntances; and word quickly spread about their wonder-
ful hospitality. In later years M. Hewitt engaged in poli-
tics; and so, of course, they were entertaining a |arge nunber
of politically influential people. Because of this, the
Forges and Manor of Ringwood became known as the second Wite
House.

Beginning in 1876 the Hewitt's kept a guest book in the
Geat Hall for their friends and acquai ntances to sign. These
pages reveal the fact that life at R ngwood was indeed good.
One sees an evolution from just plain signatures to el aborate
wat ercol ors and great poetry. The books contain the signa-
tures of many inportant people fromall walks of life. In-
cluded are Hram Maxim the inventor of the machine gun, and
Bill Cody, who wote in 1894:

Gentl emren & Ladi es,

This | ooks dreadful easy
but it's terrible hard

Col .. W F. Cody
(Buffalo Bill)
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The books also document when fam |y nenmbers were at Ring-
wood: Peter Cooper - July 4, 1878; S. C Hewtt, Amwy B. Hew
itt, Sarah A, Hewitt, and Nellie Hewitt were all here on Mrch
9, 1878.

Some guests wrote poetry:

Ri ngwood, it was a happy day

Wien to thy vale | cane,

And tho' | needs must pass away

| still will |eave ny name.

He smles not, who in solem nood
Has read a gravestone's tale

Al though the words be queer and rude,
H s sorrow nust prevail

And ye who scan these sensel ess rhynes
Restrain your rising |augh.

Nay, rather weep. happy tines
They are the epitaph.

Ernest H GCrosb
R ngwood Cct. 6, 1877

Quests were also encouraged to try their hands at painting
or drawing. Thus the guest books are a collection of signa-
tures, photos, drawi ngs and poetry, which are an anple testi-
mony to a life of love, leisure and good tines.

Edward Ringwood Hewitt recounts many experiences here in
his books. Samuel Tilden, Denocratic candidate for President
in 1876, was a guest of M. Hewitt, who was Denocratic National
Chairman at the time. The boys had made a fast slide on the
dry grass down the steep hill behind the Manor and offered M.
Tilden a ride, which he accepted. He was badly tunbled when
the slide stopped suddenly at the bottom Though roughed up
a bit, M. Tilden was otherw se unhurt. For this the boys were

scol ded.
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A typical guest arriving at R ngwood probably would have
been shown into the guest entrance where a servant woul d hang
his coat in the cloakroom Then he would be shown into the
Great Hall where the butler offered hima carton of cigarettes
or cigars boxed in mahogany. Undoubtedly he then would be
greeted by Ms. Hewitt and be given tea. Tinme would be passed
in conplete relaxation, conversation and afternoon teas over
whi ch topics such as politics or a new play mght be discussed.

Victorian Period anusements were wal king, riding, driving
(M. Hewitt had over 40 mles of private drives), boating on
Sally's Pond, tennis, croquet, fishing and shooting in season.

Not abl e Anericans and foreigners could be found
chatting on the lawn flanked by the chain and
nortar, and the Place provided a conbination ?f
gaiety and intellectual interests nmore charac
teristic of English country places than Aneri-
can. (Nevins, A 1977. ramsS. Hewitt.

p. 547.)

During the 1870's and 1880's guests often included suitors
for the Hewtt daughters, as is evidenced by several incidents
recounted by EE R Hewitt. However, the only Hewtt daughter
to marry was Any (Amelia), who married Dr. James O Geen of
Kent ucky. Both sons, Edward R ngwood and Peter Cooper, narried.

Driving was a favorite Victorian pastinme. The stable and
carriage house being very well appointed and very formal, were
al nost as inpressive as the big house. In later years Mss
Sally would call for her carriage by using a horn; and the tune
pl ayed indi cated which vehicle and horses she w shed. She was
al so a very acconplished horsewoman.

Since the Manor was close to Tuxedo Park—a fanous cl ub
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comunity formed by the Lorillard fam |y—any of these people
were entertained here.

Cccasional ly around Christnmas the Hewitt's would arrange
a party at Ringwood when the time would be passed in the wnter
sports. However, the house remained a sunmer home; and the
season here usually ended in Cctober.

Thus as one peruses the history and evolution of Ringwood,
one is inpressed with the intriguing mechanical devel opments
and inportant inventions which worked to secure R ngwood an
I nportant place in the successful industrial revolution in the
United States.

W are indeed grateful to the AS ME for recognizing

H storic Ri ngwood Manor.



ROBERT ERSKINE: A SHORT H STORY

In 1770 Robert Erskine was engaged by the American lron
Conmpany to nanage their vast holdings at Ringwood and ot her
areas. He was a trained engineer and surveyor, fully experi-
enced in hydraulics, being a builder of punps.

Not being experienced with the manufacture of iron and
other activities related to it, he received a crash course by
visiting the major ironworks of England and Wales. This being
a learning experience, Erskine took many notes and wote |et-
ters to the "hone office" outlining the many steps in iron
production fromiron ore to finished products. He requested
that these letters be saved for future reference. The letters
are a conplete commentary of 18th century iron production and,
as such, are very inportant. They al so denonstrate that Er-
skine took his job seriously and was given to meticul ous de-
tail.

On 18 COctober 1770 Robert Erskine wote from Chester, Eng-
| and, near the Welsh border, after observing the ironworks of
M. WIkinson near Wexham Wles. A study of this letter re-
veal s that M. Erskine conpliments and takes note of good and
efficient operations as well as comments about inefficient
ones. However, when he sees a problem he actively proposes
a renedy for it so that he does not make the same m stake.

Thus one sees in Erskine a man who is not content to just com
plain about a problem but also to renmedy the situation. This

characteristic, frequently evident in Erskine's letters, is
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the mark of a leader. In his letter from Chester Erskine doc-
uments the operations of several furnaces and indicates an
operation he felt was unique to each one. Evidence of his
surveying interest is also revealed when he wites: "I have
got acquainted with one M. Perry of Liverpool, a Surveyor,
who has |ikew se some iron works in this Country..."

Al'so in the sane letter he describes the casting of can-
non for the Emperor of Mrocco who had ordered fifty eighteen
pounders, one of which Erskine wtnessed being cast.

The entire letter is as follows:
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Dear Sin Chester October 181 1770

In my Last 1 omitted to mention, that the thind fuwace at the Iron Works
at Brosely, was supplied with air from a Bellows Consisting of three Cylinders, worked
which must give a Constant and equal blast
by a Water wheel with a Trniple Crank on the Axisp: The hearth on stone work was
Zaken out at one of the fuwwaces, and the Brick work was a square of about 10 feet Square
from whence it
and as much in helght, anfARrAApAAPARR tapen'd o the Top, 1o an aperture o4 about I feet

I have got acquainted with one M Pewry of Liverpool a Surveyor, who has Likewise
some Iron works in this Country: he informs me that at Colebrook Dale they make Good
Malleable Inon with Coke, §rom Coke pig Inon, at one of the fuwnaces there; for which
they have a patent,%8bout three years standing. The ITron is melted in a wind fuwnace
upon a Test, under which is a Run of Waten; to regulate the heat; the water does not
Zouch the test, by several Inches; when the Tron is melted and got to the Consistance of
Pap, <t is stirnred about and Crumbled and then Cooled, and melted over again into a Mass
fon the hammern: the worst sort of Iron, such as cannot be made malleable with Charcoal
At is said they make into good Tron: a Copy of the specification of this and Wt Woods
Patent, therefore, I think absofutely necessarny, for tho' the process is certainly differ
grom that with Charcoal, yet Dt Fordyce will, from this be able to make {improve=
=ments on both methods, and perhaps establish a Theory for making good Malleable
Iron, upon Certain principles. had there not been a patent for the Above, I should
have nreturned back on purpose to have seen the process; but, as in patents, the principle
must be minutely descrnibed, Lt rendens inspection Lesd necessary, tho the not seeing it
vexed me not a Little. In the second melting the dross is Let out as at a Common forge.
M Wood is said to make good Iron of any kind, only in the bad there is more waste.

In my way across the Country 1 saw seven Iron mines; those 1 Looked into
were not above 30 feet deep, though I find the depths are various. the Inron stone is
found in nodules, Lying in a bluish kind of Loom; which tho pritty hard when dug;
crumbles in the air. From the appearance 04 the Ore in genenal, all over the Country,
At seems to be of the Nodulous' kind, very Little on YRY% of it Lying in Strata.

I saw an Tron work at Ketfey about 12 miles from Shrewsburry where there
were three funaces. the Constrwction of the bellows, seemed simpl very good; the%
Bellows Consisted of twop Cylinders 7 feet Diam™. the Stroke of ﬁ&%@ﬁgﬂg@% ;9{’“’—
they each the acr, before (it nreached the furnace, into what they Called a regulrt
a Close Tron Box, the Contents of which might be about 6 Cubic feet. the worked
dry, and Little on no Ain Escaped at the pistons, which had a perpendicular motion

the nadius of which was... 20 {eet, the ﬁen/tu o4
otion
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Motion of which appears to be TImproveable. at these works the water was retuined

by two Large fine Engines, which produced a very Considerable Constant strneam. the

reason o4 not applying the fire Engines directly fo the Blast, 1 Auppose, is owing to

the difgicully of Communicating the power to the Different fwwmaces; In Looking into

the Blast holes of all the furnaces worked by Coke; T observed that very Little of the 4ire
was visible, the ain making the Cindens next to it black, whereas in Charcoal the heat is

vowet vwiiiA Aand W fa - D o) #l . L _.DD

7 MyYS 2 Vi Loty 2inalen ~ 1 Lo s iex
verny vavia ana Widile wilnin a gew incnes of tne nozel og the bellows.

At M Wilkinsons Tron work near Wrexham, there are a pair of Bellows quite

Philosophical, and very simple; to concelve the principles of which, suppose a THbe
insented into a Close Vessel, § neaching almost to the Bottom; if waten is powred in, it will
Condence the Ain in the vessel, and if the air has any way of escape, will force it out; Let a
way of escape then be provided, and the vessel will be f§illed with waten and the air in

belng now to nepeat the blas:
foreing out, will have made a Blast: neow-that the vessel \ts full of waten, £n-orden-to-empti
At must be emptied again; for this purpose
@K-agi/{n, K;le/t a Siphon be Likewise insented, which when the vessel i8 full, shall devert(?)

oweven

the waten; but to allow the Siphon to operate, there must be a Valve opening Imwards to admit
the ain again into the vessel; and then by pouring in watern, the bLast will be repeated a secov
time, and 50 on. Upon these principles the Bellows are Constructed. 2o make the Blast
Continual, there are two Close Vessels (designed to work alternately) 12 4eet square and § gee

hinh the waten entens +L)n{'7) sels throuah a Tube abowt a foot Diamt and & or 9 {feef

vvvvvv WL L Il g ARG | e VAN A ’\JVLUM&IL W  Uve wvvwit «w uVV’b VAL IT e wriww o s (A
highen than the upper part of the Vessel. a sLuice {4 opened to Lett the water run Ain, and
when the vessel {5 {ull, and the Siphon begins to openrate, the water running grom the Siphon
acts upon a Board connected by nods to the end of a Lever, which shuts the SLuice, and preveu
the waten grom running in; when the sdphon has drawn off all the watern, the slulice 4is

opened by a Countenpoise at the othen end of the Levenr, and s0 the blast is nrepeated: At

5 easy now to concelve that two vessels produce a Constant blast, and provided there

48 watern enough, work Continually without attendence: 1his howevern 1 §ind was not

the case here, the working of the two vessels being sometimes irregular, and required a
Little Looking aften, but this inconvenience, Lt {8 certainly practicable to get over. From
the height of the nicks of the Siphon, above the vessels, there L8 an unnecesdarywaste of watc
therne arne Likewise some other minutie to be attended to: and §rom the whole Bellows very i
and simple may be constructed, where there is water, and fall enough.

From what 1 saw doing at these works, 1 have got a pritty good idea of Casting
in genernal. They were executing an order from the Emperon of Morocco, forn 50 edighteen
(wpon them was the Mohametan Esq 1184)
poundens, one of which £ saw Moulded and Cast,. The inspection of only one half of a
spherical body can be made perfect in sand; because, Lf sand is put round the whole of it
the mould cannot be extricated without destroying half the figure, in general therefore

all moulds must be s0 contrived(?) the Aazd
ave
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have theirn impression intire on which account the Moulds of all bodies not perfectly
Conical must be .in seperate pieces. The paten for a Great Gun, 1 believe Consisted

L8 apropriated
04 about 8 orn 9 pileces; Lo each of which piecespa grame of Cast Inron, seperating {in two,
and key'd together with widges, Like the bolt o4 a Window shutter. The patewns are turned

in a Poath and At sanh inaining Fhoit ano Countomrunb intn carh athow Couvmnro t+ho wnattonnm
AN & 24N, QNG AL 2l jOAnANnG ANy ald VoUWle ok L0 24aln CAndt. SUppese Anie PALie W

04 the Breach then, et in {ts frame, and ramm'd round with sand; the frame belonging

to the next piese of the patern (s put above (£, and hey'd {ast (for each frame not only
seperates in half Lengthways of the gun; but (& Likewise keyed fo its neighbour s0 as o make
the whofe immoveable) and that part o4 the patern 45 inclosed in the Tron Case, now

all in one mass: Lt L8 then seperated, and the different pieces pulled out, and the
several parnts of the grame (now §illed with a Crust of sand 1% Inch Thick) set o

dw in a furnace. the different parts of the grame are then regularly foined and

set perpendiculanly in a sand pit. (but I should have mentioned, that at the Breach there
i a Centen for the Core, supported by three Radil of hammered Iron, which hemain aqlways

in the Gun, the metal running round them) when the frame Li§ put togither and
rammed round with sand, the Core (which is an Iron rod swvwounded §inst with straw

and then with Loom (on moulding sand) to make it nearly the Diam® of the bore) is by pullies
Lowerned Cautiously into the Mould, ad, the hole in the end of it, going upon the pivot

an the Center, a Candle being Let down by a sining to guide it properly. A Ring with three

radil with scrows aotina unon * on Lham 8 vut oven the Tov of the Coresbul?)
A Nt v W e o Nl NS Ww\"bv \A'-lv"- ol A 4 uluﬁuIQ’ Aot Hw\- VVE/ o AdeC. 'UH Vu Ad T WL UU IS

which passes throug

rene is Lif an Thon bouﬂgex'_ag-ihﬁgagh the Iron

rod in the heant of the Cone; to prevent its being buoyed up by the Liquid metal. 1 should
there was put

have said, that Likewdise at the Breechpa plate of Cast Tron to take off the force of
the metal, falling at §ist above 12 feet: zhis plate however soon melts with the rest.
Everything being prepared, and troughs formed of sand, grom the Mould, to three he:
verberatory fwwnaces, one of them was opened, and the metal suffered to run in: *to people
held stoppers to keep back any dross on scum just before it entered the mould, and one
by partially stopping the hole of the fuwmace, regulated its running, there was a direc-
:ton, who ondern'd the metals running faster on slowenr, and an other who was Looking into
the mould all the while; which 1 Likewise did, with great safty and without offence to
my eyes grom the heat by Cutting a small hole in a Letter and Looking through it;
just before one fuwnace was out, an other was tap'd, and a third, til the mould
was gull. A Strong flame ascended up through the Center, and the ignated air
past through above a foot thickness of sand, ramm'd hard, and set §irne to boards, which
encompadded the sand which suwrounded the f{rame. The mannen of boring
Cylindens and thlL beg Leave to nefer to my next, and am Dt Six
Warington Oct 1847 Your most obliged hurt Sent

1 hope Exancy 2o be at your Brothens tuesday orn wednesday Robt Ershine
next—

At L8 adjusted in the Center, at top: zthere &
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GUIDE TO RI NGAOCD MANOR GROUNDS

On the grounds around the manor house are a nunber of
interesting objects. These were collected by the Hew tt
famly and placed as ornaments and rem nders of historic
events or denonstrations of the ironnonger's art.

Located in an inpressive avenue of columar cedar trees
are twelve torcheres from Col onnade Row, Lafayette Place, New
York City. The statue in this section cane from France. It
represents "Europe" and originally stood at the Bishop's
Pal ace in Avignon.

The gates visible on the west side of the parking area
were originally from the residence of Charles WIIiam Cooper
| ocated on Twenty-first Street, New York Gity.

Proceeding along the path from the parking area, one sees
four architectural stone heads. These are sand stone and mark
the four corners of the former tennis court. These are be-
lieved to also come from New York.

Continuing down the path and |ooking to the right one
sees six marble colums. These colums were taken fromthe
old New York Life Insurance Building when that structure was
torn down.

Along the driveway which |eads under the porte cochere
are superb exanples of ornanental wought iron |anps. These
are of special interest in the bicentennial era since they are
three of four lanps used to light the statue of King George,
the third, in Bowing Geen, New York City.
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The porte cochere was designed by the em nent architect,
Stanford Wite, who was a personal friend of the Hewtt famly
The Adans Style gates opposite the pine tree stood originally
in front of the Royal Governor's House on Bowling Geen in New
Yor k.

In front of the house on top of the slope are many objects
depicting eras of R ngwood's history. Starting at the right
are a hammer, anvil and cogwheel from Long Pond Iron Works,
whi ch were used during the Colonial era. These were obtained
fromthe Wanaque River and placed to represent R ngwood's
Revol uti onary War iron production (1775-1783). The great chain,
while not part of the original, represents the Wst Point chain.
The nortar was used in the attack on Island No. 10 on the M ssi -
ssippi River which opened the way for the siege at Vicksburg.
This represents Ringwood's role during the Gvil War (1861-1864).
It is one of thirty nortars for which M. Hewitt devel oped and
built the supporting beds. President Lincoln in a personal
letter had requested the job to be conpleted in three nonths.
M. Hewitt conmpleted the order in twenty-six days. The nortar
had a range of two and one-half mles. The small cannon is one
of two deck guns fromthe U S.S. Constitution (A d Ironsides)
when she defeated the British frigate, "Cuerriere". This piece
represents the role R ngwood played in producing iron for the
War of 1812. The other items are parts of machinery used at
forges and other aspects of iron manufacture.

The large pond to the west of the house was created in
1895 by M's. Hewitt who said that while she could not paint a
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picture, she could create one.

The gates seen on the west lawn mark the road bed laid
by General Geene, which passed in front of the house and
went from West Point to Morristown. The gates originally
stood on the former Colunmbia College canpus, then |ocated at
Forty-ninth Street and Madi son Avenue. M. Hewitt, an al umus
and benefactor of Columbia, obtained them for his estate at
R ngwood when they noved to their present location in Mrning-
Si de Hei ghts.

The fountain in the small pool to the west of the house
rests on a grinding mllstone and is from Versailles.

At the back entrance is a volute simlar to the one at
the front entrance (on the Ryerson side). These were hand-
carved by De Launitz, father-in-law of Daniel Chester French
The two stone tables on the piazza are mllstones from Padua.
Also, to the left of the well are a set of tuyers and a lintle
(baffle bar) fromthe Wanaque Furnace. The well was reportedly
dug by Robert Erskine and is known as Erskine's well. It
reaches a depth of nearly 60° with the last 15 dug into solid
rock. The well head is marble (pink veronia) carved in the
15th century and is Venetian. The wought iron ornament on
both sides of the entrance are from Geenwi ch Street, New York
Gty.

The marble garden benches, neopolitan copies of old pom
pei an benches, were a wedding anniversary present from M. Hew
Itt to Ms. Hewitt. Also in the entrances to the formal gardens

are sphinxes copied fromoriginals in the Louvre and are |ike-
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nesses of Mre. de Ponpadour and Mwe. du Barry.

The wrought iron lanterns flanking the sphinxes are two
hundred years old and are from Bowing Geen in New York Cty.
The yew tree to the left of the large staircase is from seed
of trees grown at Bey Ler Bey Palace, Constantinople, Turkey,
and were a gift of Sultan Abdul Ham d.

At the center of the retaining wall is a fountain taken
from Venice. Carved in the 16th century, the figures represent
a procession of Tritons.

Proceeding through the gates, one finds a log cabin. This
was used as a play house when the children were young; in later
years it was used as a tea house.

The large terraced area was formerly the formal vegetable
garden. The greenhouse formerly had a large variety of plants
i ncludi ng vines of nmuscatel grapes which were a gift of Sir
W liam Cunard who had received cuttings fromthe Spanish royal

famly when he opened a shipping route from England to Spain.



Pet er Hasencl ever

Peter Hasencl ever engineered possibly the first conglonerate in Anerica.
On the top right, the present water wheel near the site of Hasenclever's
Forge. Bottom the oldest building at R ngwood.



Mlten iron flowed from furnace into pig beds (top). Iron being worked
at a forge using a trip hamer.



Above, an ore separator which was commonly used. Below, a closeup of the
trip hamrer and anvil base used in the forges.




Peter Cooper, right, and Abram S. Hewitt, left, based thenselves at Ri ngwood
where they founded and built their large corporation. Below, R ngwood about
1875. It is probably the second of the manor houses built on this site.




Many fanobus guests were
entertained in the draw
ing room and the dining
(right) and nusic (bot-
tom rooms.




Ri ngwood was al so conducive to boating, fishing, shooting, and hiking
for its owners and guests. Below, one of the old blacksnmith shops.



